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Merav Shinn Ben-Alon
In Recent Months

Oil and felt pen on canvas, 2020 — 2023

Merav Shinn Ben-Alon treats painting as an act of confronting crisis. The series of paintings was created
recently out of an impetus to act within a disturbing, paralyzing reality.

Shinn Ben-Alon creates in a variety of mediums, writing, drawing and installation. For many years now, she has
been keeping daily sketch diaries, using a thin pen in small sketchbooks — sights, thoughts, associations and
impressions — freely and with minimalistic precision, sometimes referring to images from current affairs or art.
After many years of avoiding oil painting, the artist chose to return to the technique, giving in to the material’s
non-verbal quality and the drip-filled, physical experience it reveals. In the exhibition, she examines the shifts
and layers between the hand which draws succinctly, with control and intelligence; and the hand that paints
and stains the canvas which gapes and bleeds, extracting from it changing, loaded images.

A dialogue between drawing and painting examines the relationship between the mediums, not only as
different forms of action or as separate visual languages, but also as movements of the soul, between the
conscious and revealed and the silent and concealed, between the beautiful and the wounded, and between
the planned and haphazard. All these are also echoed by the exhibition space, which contains the stains of the
past, scraps of painting for preservation and the decorated floor tiles, which hint at memories of previous life
in the building, between the white wall and the contemporary layer occurring within it.
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Merav Shinn Ben-Alon is an artist and writer. She lives and works in Tel Aviv. She works in drawing, painting,
installation and writing. She holds a BFA (honors) from Bezalel’s Department of Fine Arts and an MA (honors)
from Tel Aviv University’s Interdisciplinary Program in the Arts. She studied at the New York Studio School in
New York. She has participated in numerous exhibitions in Israel and in international spaces. In 2020, she
published the graphic novel “Five Legs”. She is currently working on a new graphic novel which will be
published during 2023.



